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COMPREHENSIVE SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION ON THE KORRA
KUNLUN-KUNLUN MOUNTAIN AREAS

Sun Honglie and Zheng Du

(Integrated Scientific Expedition to Qinghai~Xizang Plateau, Chinese Academy of Sciences)

Abstract

The Korra Kunlun—Kunlun Mountain region is a key area for studying important questions,
such as the formation and evolution of the Plateau, changes of the natural environment, origin of
the biota, physico—geographical regional differentiation, etc. To carry out the research project of
“comprehensive scientific investigation on the Korra Kunlun—Kunlun Mountain Region” will
promote the understanding of the above mentioned questions, and provide the scientific basis for
exploitation, utilization and conservation of the natural resources. The following 4 interrelated is-
sues are involved in the research project of the expedition: 1.Geological characteristics and colli-
sion mechanism of the plates in the Korra Kunlun—Kunlun Mountain region and evolution of
East Tethys; 2.Uplifting of the Korra Kunlun—Kunlun Mountain region and environmental
changes since Late Cenozoic Era; 3.Characteristics, origin and evolution of fauna and flora in the
Korra Kunlun—Kunlun Mountain region; 4.Physico—geographical characteristics, regional
differentiation and evolution tendency of environments in the Korra Kunlun—Kunlun Mountain
region. The field research work has been successfully accomplished and significant progress has

been made since 1987.



